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PRAIRIE BREEZE NEWS  
Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards – October 2017 

 
 
SEED PROCESSING – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12 
Mark your calendars.  We will celebrate our harvest at the annual Seed Processing Party, 
Sunday, November 12, at Crabtree Nature Center. We will begin work at 10am in the large 
nature center heated garage just like last year.   
 
Park in the main parking lot, but instead of walking the path to the center, look for the sign by 
the service road at the south end of the parking lot and then walk back to the garage building.  
Crabtree Nature Center is right off of Palatine Road, west of Barrington Road.  The address is 3 
Stover Rd., Barrington, Illinois. 
  
We will work until finished and then clean-up, so we can enjoy a relaxing lunch after our 
morning efforts.   
 
Pizza and beverages will be provided, but we always look forward to the side dishes and 
desserts that volunteers bring to share. Do come to this fun and interesting activity where we 
literally work with and see the results of our prairie and woodlands collection activities. 
 
 
PCPS ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY – DECEMBER 16 
Our holiday party is scheduled for Saturday night, December 16.   It will be held at Jill and Steve 
Flexman’s house, 927 Saratoga Parkway, Sleepy Hollow, IL (847-836-7443).  Festivities begin 
at 7pm.  BYOB and a dish to pass.  That Saturday is our workday so we can stay late and sleep 
in the next day. 
 
This annual event is special this year since we cancelled the party for the first time in 25 years 
in 2015 due to bad weather…rather improbable considering that in general we had an 
exceptionally dry winter.  Be prepared for the “goofy grab bag” again.  Looking ahead to 2016 
the Human Resources Committee packed away the already wrapped 2015 gifts.   You may end 
up selecting a vintage item since everything has aged a year!    Details and a reminder to follow. 
 
 
STEINMETZ AT SCHAUMBURG ROAD GRASSLANDS 
On October 8 we hosted the first Steinmetz High School workday of the school year.  We picked 
three yard waste bags of gray headed coneflower, mountain mint and dense blazing star, along 
with good amounts of iron weed and little bluestem.   A number of students have now had a 
chance to collect seed, cut buckthorn and distribute seed.  One of the students who attended on 
October 8 has now been out five times in the last three years!  The day was sunny, and in the 
high 70s.  It could not have been better. 
 
The day was made possible by the help of Jill Flexman, Lee Ramsey and John Martin, the 
leadership skills of Jeff Maddux, and the devotion to education and the environment of 
Steinmetz teacher Abel Pereyra.  Jeff has taken the Cook County Forest Preserves workday 
leadership training class, and as part of the training, led the workday.   
 
Established in 1919 Steinmetz High School is a neighborhood school located on the northwest 
side of Chicago.                                                 --- Steve Flexman 
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CLIFF TRAHAN - BEESPOTTER 
This past July and August I made my first serious attempt to identify bees at the Carl Hansen 
Forest Preserve site.  I worked with the entomology department at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign which runs a citizen scientist website for bumble bees and honey bees 
called BeeSpotter.  I walked around different areas of our site taking photographs of bees from 
which I identified the species, then submitted the photos to an entomologist for verification. 
 
A major challenge is taking good pictures of bees because they are constantly moving about.  I 
upload good photos from the camera to the computer where they are labelled per BeeSpotter 
procedures and transferred to the website.  I give the location of the site.  Then I look at the 
colored drawings of the bumble bee species provided by BeeSpotter and select the one I 
believe is the correct species.  The honey bee is listed separately from the bumble bee 
drawings.  The photos and IDs are submitted and in a short time the entomologist emails me.  I 
learn if my ID was correct or not.  Any misidentifications are corrected.   I have learned over the 
course of two months how to tell if my photo is of a bee mimicking a fly or an Eastern Carpenter 
bee (Xylocopa virginica).  Flies have only two wings versus four for bees (their eyes are quite 
different also). These photos are not submitted. 
 
The website logs all entries by date.  It lists the observer, site and species.  After the season is 
over, I can see where the rarer species were found as well as determine the most frequently 
observed species.    
 
My list of identified bees is given in the order of their observed frequency from most to least 
seen:  Apis mellifera (honey bee); Bombus impatiense (Common eastern bumble bee); Bombus 
griseocollis (Brown-belted bumble bee); Bombus bimaculatus (Two-spotted bumble bee); 
Bombus pensylvanicus (American bumble bee).  The last one is very uncommon. 
 
Next year I plan to start my observations in late May rather than in July. I want to see which 
bees pollinate the spring ephemerals in the woods and prairie. Hopefully, with a lot of luck 
during the season, I might spot the Bombus affinis (Rusty-patched bumble bee) that has 
experienced a steep decline in population. Support our pollinators any way you can. Our 
restoration work is helping to bring back a habitat much needed by pollinators. --- Cliff Trahan 
 
 
TOURS WITH VISITING GROUPS 
On a beautiful day in August those currently enrolled in University of Illinois Extension Master 
Naturalist Program (see: http://web.extension.illinois.edu/mn/ ) visited Poplar Creek Prairie.  
After a morning training program inside the pavilion at the FPCC’s Rolling Knolls site in Elgin, 
the group came over to our site for a short tour with Steward John Navin followed by some 
hands-on seed collection.  The approximately 20 participants observed the prairie as it began its 
change to fall colors and also noted our resident family of grebes on Lake Leaky, who 
entertained the visitors with their diving antics.   
 
The Master Naturalist program educates and trains adult volunteers so they are better equipped 
to share natural resource information with others in their communities; and to assist with 
environmental conservation and restoration activities.  The University of Illinois Extension 
partners with local agencies to accomplish the Master Naturalist mission. 
 
One month later on September 24 the weather was considerably different when John Navin 
provided another site tour, this time in sweltering heat.  The Northwest Region Stewards 
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gathered for an ecology visit at Poplar Creek Prairie.  Intrepid representatives from Bluff Spring 
Fen, Spring Creek, Busse Woods and Poplar Creek’s John Martin attended, as well as FPD 
personnel including Raquel Garcia-Alvarez, Monica Mueller and Alice Brandon, who is currently 
the acting chief ecologist.  Despite the heat the group not only walked the main path but also 
climbed the hill where they were impressed with the tremendous views of our site.  The two 
Johns shared information about the main prairie and the recent changes taking place.   
 
 
FROM POPLAR CREEK TO AMERICORPS 
Early this summer volunteer Brian Kirkwood announced that his friend and fellow PCPS 
volunteer John Currey joined AmeriCorps and was now working in the South.  I was curious 
about John’s AmeriCorps activities and communicated with him.  John told me that he works as 
a field crew member in a newly formed 11-month crew that call themselves the Black Pack.   
 
So far, the team has carved out and maintained over 20 miles of trail in Louisiana’s Kisatchie 
National Forest and the Oauachita National Forest in western Arkansas.  John aided the 
National Park Service in repairing walls of Mission San Jose in San Antonio, Texas, as well as 
clearing the overgrown brush in one of the seven historic acequias, or irrigation ditches, that 
brought water to the early farms and ranches.   John noted that the team was “personally 
thanked by the Chief of Maintenance David Vekas and the Superintendent Mardi Arce.”   John 
and his team spent three weeks constructing an armored drain at the Barton Creek Greenbelt 
located in Austin, Texas and managed by the City of Austin's Park and Recreation Department. 
 
The Black Pack has also sawed down hazardous trees and herbicided and girdled invasive 
plants like Chinaberry, Ligustrum, and bluestem grass.  King Ranch and Angelton Bluestems 
are non-natives brought to the south as pasture grasses.  The invasive Ligustrum is a tree privet 
of the olive family.  Chinaberry trees were introduced around 1850 for ornamental purposes and 
are generally confined to the south and southwest states, plus California.  However, according 
to the Invasive Plant Atlas of the United States, a Chinaberry tree was spotted growing in a 
pond in the West DuPage Woods Forest Preserve in 2000! 
 
John said that he is enjoying himself doing this work and expanding on the skills that he learned 
as a Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards volunteer.   
 
Wikipedia describes AmeriCorps as a civil society program supported by the federal 
government, foundations, corporations and other donors engaging adults in public service work 
with a goal of “helping others and meeting critical needs in the community.”  The program is 
often seen as a domestic Peace Corps.  It employs more than 75,000 Americans in intensive 
service each year.                                               --- Jan Ahrensfeld and John Currey 
 
 
ECLIPSE CHASERS 
While most of us stayed in the Chicago area during the August 2017 eclipse and experienced 
some limited views, some PCPS volunteers ventured in a variety of directions to get “closer to 
the action.”  Miegan and Benjamin Wegrzyn, Jeff Maddux and Steve Flexman watched the 
eclipse at the Agate Fossil Beds National Monument in northwest Nebraska.  Meanwhile, Jill 
Flexman and Dale Shields viewed the eclipse from an empty lot that looked down over the 
rolling countryside in Festus, Missouri.  Tom Peters spent the weekend in St. Louis, then 
ventured southwest to Route 66 State Park in Eureka where he got about two minutes of the full 
eclipse.  Tom and Jill and Dale were less than 45 minutes away from each other.   
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Marge and Cliff Trahan, former telescope owners, were really in their element…literally.  They 
drove to southern Illinois and saw the full eclipse.  However, due to traffic jams, crowded motels 
and torrential rainstorms, they spent two nights sleeping in their Honda Element!  Tom Peters 
noted that we will all get another chance to see a total eclipse on April 8, 2024.  This time the 
100% viewing area will be a little closer.  We will only need to drive northwest of Indianapolis. 
 
 
HERBICIDE TESTING…AND MORE 
PCPS is always in need of herbiciders during brushcutting season.  The Forest Preserves of 
Cook County will once again offer herbicide testing at the Volunteer Resources Center on 
Friday, November 17 or Saturday, November 18.  If you like to review before taking the test, 
there will be a review class the morning of each class date.  For more information including 
description, documents and requirements go to http://fpdcc.com/volunteer/, then click Training.  
Volunteers must register before November 8th.    
 
At the Training page you can check out the other training opportunities FPCC offers to 
volunteers.  Some classes may require 15 hours of volunteer service or a recommendation from 
FPCC staff or a Volunteer Site Steward.  
 
 
THIS AND THAT 
 
Documenting our April 8th Brushcutters Brunch:  Check out the Poplar Creek Prairie site on 
Google Earth.  Zoom in on the back shelter to see all of our cars in the parking lot and even the 
heads of a few volunteers sitting at tables beyond the edge of the shelter roof.  The brushpile 
where we cooked hotdogs is southwest of the shelter.  It is interesting to look at the terrain 
without leaves on the trees. 
 
Spreading the Word:  Volunteer Bob Kalicki is slowing down but still occasionally gets to the site 
for a walk and to check out our work progress.  During a July visit he encountered a woman and 
her mother by the kiosk looking at our brochure.  Bob explained what we were doing as he took 
them on a brief tour.  He said, “They enjoyed it and took tons of photos.”  Thanks, Bob, for 
personally spreading the word! 
 
A Nick Send-Off:  On August 6th Nick’s folks George and Janelle Hall-Skank threw a post-
workday party, serving us a very tasty lunch at shelter #1.  We reminisced about Nick’s early 
years volunteering and celebrated his departure for college.   George and Janelle thanked the 
PCPS for our friendship with and mentoring of Nick, who is now busy studying at the University 
of Montana.    
 
We Love Monitors!  A big welcome to Chris Urban, who is now our butterfly monitor at the 
Schaumburg Road Grasslands.  We look forward to future reports. 
 
Official Platinum Status Announced to All!  On August 29, John Navin reported, “Our award 
signs from Chicago Wilderness were erected this morning beside the two kiosks by Dave Webb. 
This was accomplished with little help from but much thoughtful supervision from Cliff [Trahan], 
Kirk [Garanflo] and myself!”   No doubt the latter three were at the site that day busy with their 
own special projects, but stopped to “support” Dave.     
 
More Spreading the Word:  Volunteer and Greeter Kathryn Dietrich was busy this summer 
installing a native garden at the Christ Community Mennonite Church in Schaumburg.  
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Meanwhile, volunteer and Greeter Jan Ahrensfeld helped start a native garden behind the 
Clayson House Museum operated by the Palatine Historical Society.   Thankfully the local park 
district removed buckthorn and other nasty plants, while the regular garden volunteers are 
implementing a three-year plan to bring native grasses and plants to the property.  
 
Continuing Ed:  This summer Cliff Trahan took "Natural Areas Management" and "Tools for 
Management" classes at the Morton Arboretum. These courses are required for the Woodland 
Stewardship Program offered at the MA.  Jeff Maddux took the FPCC “Group Leadership” class, 
while looking ahead to this winter Merv Kenney took the FPCC “Chainsaw Maintenance” class.  
 
Take a Look at Our New Look:  Our webmaster Sue Williams is updating our website.  She 
made it easier to navigate on a variety of devices, changed the layout, lettering, colors and 
images, while still keeping the arrangement and content clear and simple…an attribute that 
always receives very positive comments from users.  Checkout the update at 
www.poplarcreekprairiestewards.org.  And, thanks, Sue for your many years of service. 
 
A Pressing Event: September 16 was a beautiful day for the Apple Squeezing Party at Jill and 
Steve Flexman’s house.  Everyone had a great time including Dave Webb and family; his kids 
Lucas and Sara saw how an old-fashioned, wooden, hand-cranked apple press operates.  
Attendees got wonderful fresh cider to take home. 
 
2-6-25:  During a Thursday seed collection workday in September in two hours, six regular 
volunteers collected 25 different species of plants and grass seed.  Possibly a PCPS record? 
 
Knudos to Bev:  Congratulations to Bev Hansen, retiring Site Steward at the Buffalo Grove 
Prairie, a rare, unplowed, black soil remnant owned by the village of Buffalo Grove and ComEd.  
Bev began her work in 1989 organizing volunteers to repair soil and rescue prairie plants 
disturbed by an underground power line installation.  A picnic held in her honor on October 1 
was attended by PCPS volunteers Suzi Becker and Patrick Maher who have both worked with 
the Buffalo Grove Prairie Guardians.  
 
Another Anniversary:  The North Branch Restoration Project celebrated its 40th birthday on 
October 14 with a picnic and tours at Bunker Hill Savanna.  PCPS volunteers were geared up to 
attend after our very wet workday.  However, the rain continued to fall, with weather equal to, or 
perhaps worse than the weather at our 25th anniversary celebration.  As all prairie restorationists 
know…you can’t control “Mother Nature.”  Nevertheless, congratulations to all those who have 
worked long and hard at the various North Branch restoration sites. 
 
 
 

WINTER WORKDAY HOTLINE 
Sometimes inclement weather forces us to cancel a winter workday if there is a heavy snowfall 
and/or the parking lot needs to be plowed.  If conditions seem uncertain, call the winter hotline 
after 8am on workdays starting Saturday, December 2.  The number is 630-894-3499.  This 
number will be posted on our website and our Facebook page.  
 
 
 
 


