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Upcoming Workdays

Saturday, October 16            Sunday, October 24                  Saturday, October 30

Sunday, November 7             Saturday, November 13            Sunday, November 21

Saturday, November 27     

All regular workdays @ 9am-12pm / SEED PROCESSING (11/13) @ 10am-?

For more information see:  http://www.poplarcreekprairiestewards.org

Seed Processing Party is Back!

Mark your calendar for our annual seed processing party, Saturday, November 13, at the
Forest Preserve District’s building (see details below).  Every year we enjoy this chance to
get together, take stock of our harvest and clean the seeds for planting.  It is quite a sight to
see the volume of seed we’ve spent several months collecting.
 
Last year, due to the pandemic, we couldn’t gather indoors for our usual celebration.
However, this year, we can resume our tradition with the following precautions:
 
•  To comply with the District’s mandatory COVID-19 vaccination policy, attendees
must present proof of vaccination upon arrival.  Please bring your ID and vax card.  A
photocopy or picture on your phone is acceptable if the name, date, and doses are legible.
•  Face coverings are required indoors.  Disposable masks will be available.
•  Although we all enjoy a potluck, we must ask you please, do not bring food to share
this time. A pizza lunch will be provided.
 
TIME:  The workday begins at 10:00 am, and we’ll break for lunch at 12:30.  If there’s
still more seed to the process, we’ll continue working after lunch.
 
LOCATION:  640 Cosman Rd., in Elk Grove Village.  The facility is located in Busse
Woods, just east of Route 53.  Google map: https://goo.gl/maps/wGRkd6Vw2BN2 .  Look
for the red barn and follow the signs to the large building toward the back of the property.  

November 2019, PCPS seed processing, Forest Preserve District's building at Busse
Woods (photos: K DaPra). 

2021 Monitoring at Carl Hansen Woods – Cliff Trahan
Dragonflies, Damselflies, Butterflies, and Bees

The drought was hardest on dragonflies and damselflies because of the lack of
water.  Butterfly numbers were variable depending on the species.  Monarch numbers were
OK, but a bit lower than last year.  While not part of my official observations, on
September 13, 2021 and several weeks before that date Tom Kastner and I noticed large
numbers of migrating Monarchs along the east slope of the Nature Preserve and Just
outside of it.  We estimated there were over 100 of them seeking out tall goldenrod and
resting on leaves of basswood trees on the slope.  In the weeks before there was a constant
flow of them heading south.  It was amazing to witness.
 
Great Spangled Fritillaries were down a lot from last year.  Black Swallowtail numbers
were quite good.  Tiger Swallowtails use trees for their host and are most often spotted
around trees. Usually I only see a few, but this year I saw much more of them. As a side
note, this year I saw the Snowberry Clearwing moth quite often, which is usually not the
case.  If you’re not familiar with this species take a look on the internet.  Pearl Crescents
were abundant and still are as of this writing. 
 
For some reason this season I experienced lots of windy days when out observing bumble
bees.  The wind makes it difficult to take good photos (of their face, thorax and abdomen)
needed for identifications with a high degree of certainty (sometimes photos submitted are
not sufficient for the entomologist to identify).  I only have 19 sets of good pictures I will
submit for confirmation – I tossed out many photos for various reasons.  Although
confirmation (or not) will come later, Bombus impatiens was the most frequent
observation.  I saw more Bombus fervidus this year than in the years before.  It is a
beautiful bee.  Two of my photo sets appear to be of the Bombus pensylvanicus species and
one set appears to be Bombus bimaculatus.  Both are rare at the site.  If these last three are
confirmed I will let you know in the near future, otherwise chalk it up to another mistake
by me.

Left: Mating pair of Pearl Crescents (photo: C Trahan). Right: Viceroy on Daisy
Fleabane (photo: C Trahan). 

Prairie Poop

Here to Help.  On September 25, we held a special workday for the St. Thomas of
Villanova Church (Palatine) social action group.  The enthusiastic volunteers collected
various seeds while celebrating a beautiful National Public Lands Day at our site.  Thanks
for the help. 
 
Conservatives Emerge.  SRG site steward Jenny Flexman sends a special shout-out to
all those who have helped restore SRG over the last 12 years.  Some of the new plants
found this past year were conservative species from our earlier plantings that finally make
appearances.  They are Canada Milk Vetch (8 on the 10 point Conservation scale),
Thimbleweed (8), and Cream Gentian (9).
 
Pawpaw Pals.  Jeff Maddox has pawpaw trees on his property in Michigan.  Diane Fram
loves pawpaws.  She took home a number of these quickly ripening fruits, which Jeff
brought to the September cider-pressing party.  Then early in October, Diane received a
call from Jeff, who needed to get rid of some pawpaws fast.  She responded to his appeal
immediately, driving to his place.  They sampled a number of pawpaws together.  He
pointed out that his pawpaws came from several different trees, and they discerned
different tastes in many of the fruit.  Diane noted that it was somewhat akin to sommeliers
tasting fine wines.  You haven’t heard of pawpaw trees (Asimina triloba)?   They are native
to North America, and their fruits are the largest edible fruit indigenous to the United
States.  For more info, check the internet. 
 
Favorite Seeds.  The PCPS Greeters, those welcoming folks with the workday sign-in
sheets who bring the break time treats, were polled about their favorite plants when
collecting seed.  Kathryn Dietrich opted for Blazing Star (Liatris spicata), which is easy to
spot and often at a reasonable height, plus she likes the flowers themselves.  John Martin
noted Blazing Star, but he also likes to collect seed from the tall Joe Pye weed plants.  Holly
Gannon likes Gray-headed Coneflowers; the seeds are easy to pick and have an interesting
scent.  Millie Munoz selected Little Bluestem – soft, easy to find, and easy to gather.  Marg
Trahan loves to collect Purple Prairie Clover and White Prairie Clover since “it feels like I
am collecting beads.”  Jan Ahrensfeld chose Wild Onion, which is easy to identify but
sometimes a challenge to find since it is low and often nestled among many other
plants.  Diane Fram likes Porcupine Grass, being fascinated with its unique characteristic
of curling if not laid carefully in the collection bag and the risk of getting stabbed if the
seed is not treated with respect. It is fun to sow soon after collecting it.   John Navin states
that his favorite seeds to pick had changed almost every other year since the inception of
PCPS.  “The winner has now become quite stable for at least a decade.  It is the Prairie
Gentian due to its beauty, scarcity, and difficulty forming viable seeds.  All it took to be
converted was to see the bright blue flower beacons glowing through the early fall
foliage.  It is a botanical treasure which needs to be experienced throughout our sites!”
 
Forest Bathing at SRG.  With life still somewhat unsettled and COVID-19 still lurking
about, perhaps it is time to do a little stress reduction through forest bathing, which is the
practice of immersing yourself in nature in a mindful way.   The many colors of this season
with its gently falling leaves provide an inviting time to experience the natural
environment and its calming effects.  Stroll the often wooded and isolated paths at
Schaumburg Road Grassland.  For more information, check
out: https://healingforest.org/2020/01/27/forest-bathing-guide/.
 

Left: September workday - break time south of the Nature Preserve. Right: October
workday - colorful seed collection gear. 

Educational Resources

Aster & Goldenrod ID
 
When: Available beginning October 4
Where: Online
This class offers identification tricks that help to identify Asters and Goldenrods. 3+ hours
of reported volunteer experience are required to enroll. The class is presented and
recorded online so you can view it at your own pace. Also, the presentation link will be
emailed to you once you register for this class. 
Register here.
 
 
Brush Pile Building & Burning Class- Stewardship (currently scheduled class)
 
This class offers the first step to becoming a certified Chicago Wilderness Brush Pile Burn
Boss. It teaches how to properly construct, safely ignite, monitor, and secure brush piles. It
teaches you the pre-and post-burn communication requirements, how to utilize weather
data, supervise others around a burn pile, and make site observations that will inform
decisions at workday. To take this class you need 15+ hours of reported ecological
stewardship experience, two field observations.
Register here.
 
 
Group Leadership Class- Stewardship (currently scheduled class)
 
When: 18 Dec 2021
Where: Online
 
This is the Notification List for the Group Leadership Class, a training opportunity for
experienced volunteers with 15+ hours reported or the recommendation of FPCC staff or
Site Steward. Group Leadership Class will teach the fundamentals of planning and leading
successful volunteer projects, how to take on a leadership role, policies and procedures
relevant to leadership in the forest preserve. Also, training includes classroom experience.
Certification requires passing a written exam. Moreover, this class helps to fulfill one of the
three-class requirements to become a Stewardship Workday Leader. 
Register here.  
 
Herbicide (aka Pesticide) License Test- Notification List
Click "SIGN UP" to be put on a waitlist and you will be notified when testing is available.
 
This is a notification list for testing for the Illinois Department of Agriculture Pesticide
(aka Herbicide) License. You need 15+ hours of reported stewardship experience or the
recommendation of FPCC staff or a site steward to enroll for this class. Also, this license is
required for Ecological Stewardship Volunteers who want to apply herbicide at restoration
sites.  
Register here.
 
 
Organized Chaos: Prescribed Fire in the Forest Preserves
 
When: class available beginning October 4 / the Live Zoom presentation is on October 20
@ 12-1pm
Where: Online/ Zoom (presentation)
This class offers the evolution of the Forest Preserves’ use of fire as a conservation tool. It
describes the program involved in prescribed fire and how does a typical burn day is like in
the field. John McCabe, the Director of Resource Management, will explain the challenges
of implementing prescription fire in the second most populated county in the U.S.
Register here.  
 
Soil & Restoration-Stewardship
 
When: class is available beginning October 4 and ends December 30, 2021
Where: Online
This class is about the role of soil in ecological restoration. It teaches about the science of
soils in the Chicago Wilderness are. You will learn about formation, composition, how to
identify, and how to heal degraded soil. To take this class you must have at least 3+
ecological stewardship hours online. The class will be online, so you can learn at your own
pace with staff support if needed. Approximately, it takes 2 hours to complete. The
presentation will be emailed once you register. 
Register here.
 

First Aid/ CPR Training
 
When: Saturday, October 23, 2021
Where: Ogden and Howard, Western Springs, IL 
This class is the National Safety Council First Aid/CPR training class for Forest Preserve
staff and volunteers. You need at least 15 hours of service. It will be an in-person class with
reduced class size, and students must always wear a face mask. All students will be socially
distant, and the overhead doors will be open. 
Register here.
 
 
Managing Invasive-Field Observation
 
When: Forest Preserve staff will reach out and schedule to meet you at a preferred day
and time.
Where: Forest Preserve staff will reach out and schedule to meet you at the preferred
site. 
This class allows you to complete your Field Observation for the Managing Invasive. You
must have completed the Managing Invasive/ Invasive Species Management training (in
person or online) to take this course. 
Register here.  
 
 
Plants of Concern- 2021 Monitor Training
 
When: Registration started in Spring 2021, but this class is available again now.
Where: Online. 
This class offers to learn about a rare plant population in the Chicago region. This class
collaborates between community scientists, natural resources managers, and researchers
to collect data on those rare plants. Of course, you can be a part of it too. The goal of the
class is to uncover the best ways to protect those rare plants while learning more about
conservation.
More information.
Registration form.
 
 
Reading the Landscape-Stewardship
 
When: September 30, 2021
Where: On-demand recording/ virtual class
This class offers you to learn how to interpret the landscape by looking at historical
records, land use, climate, soil, and vegetation clues, which will help you understand the
site's ecological health and guide you on how to prioritize restoration work best. To take
this class, you must have recorded at least 3+ ecological stewardship hours online. This
class is virtual, so you can take time and proceed at your own speed with staff support as
needed to accomplish this class. It takes approximately 3 hours to finish this class. 
Register here.
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