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The Prairie Pulse
A newsletter brought to you by the Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards

Upcoming Workdays
Sunday, 1/2 PCP

Saturday, 1/8 PCP

Sunday, 1/16 SRG

Saturday,1/22 SRG

Sunday, 1/30 PCP

Saturday, 2/5 PCP

Sunday, 2/13 SRG
For more information see: http://www.poplarcreekprairiestewards.org

May the peace of the prairie spread to all of our lives, and from local to
global, now and throughout the coming year.

Top - photo: D Jamieson; Bottom – photo: T Kastner.

Prairie Poop

Left: Volunteers busy at our seed processing boxes (photo: G Rabey). Right: Floor leader
Victoria explaining procedures to Alan and Kathy (photo: G Rabey).

Most seed has been processed; some volunteers awaiting the pizza, while others are still
working on the legumes (photo: G Rabey).

Winter Workday Hotline: call 847-991-2073 after 7 am on scheduled workdays. The hotline
will tell you about cancellations or changes from December through March and remind you which
site we’ll be working at that week. Do check after a snowfall – the weather may seem fine on the
workday, but if the parking lot isn’t plowed, we may need to cancel or change the start time.
Cleaning the Seed. November 13 was our annual Seed Processing gathering at an FPCC garage in
Busse Woods. An excellent group of dedicated volunteers worked so fast that we processed all the
seed in record time. Volunteers were also fast at attacking the pizza lunch when it arrived as a
reward for a job well done. But, the job really wasn’t complete until November 16, when seven
volunteers directed by our wonderful and extremely knowledgeable seed leader Diana Granitto
came together for a weekday workday at the Poplar Creek Prairie back shelter. They mixed rice
hulls with the seed for easier planting and then rebagged (is that a word?) the mixes.
Gifted with Nature Radar. At our first brush-cutting workday of the season on November 21,
Stephen Matz discovered a large mushroom that shot spores (puffball fungi) and later found a skull
complete with teeth, which was either an opossum or raccoon. Another excellent observer is Janet
Wukasch – nature guide par excellence. Walk with her to our worksite. One recent workday, she
pointed out a woodpecker, multiple birds’ nests, colorful (but invasive) bittersweet, sedges,
mushrooms, and several kinds of tree bark along the way.
Enduring Interest. Late in November, the Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards received an email that
stated, “I flat out love the work you all are doing! I used to live in the Hoffman area many decades
ago. I love the Prairie landscape and am so happy there have been efforts to bring it back. When I
do come back to Northern Illinois to visit family, I make it a point to swing by the Prairie.” The
writer, Patrick, included several photos of the sweeping main prairie and nature preserve. We
appreciate both your acknowledgment of our work and your love of restored natural communities.
Fearless (but smart) Leader. Cheers to Workday Leader Jeff Maddux, who seems to thrive on
challenging workdays. On December 11, the wind was blowing fiercely – almost 30 mph early in
the morning. But Jeff decided not to “pull the plug” based on the real estate adage “location,
location, location.” He knows SRG well, the protected area where we planned to work, and that the
wind was predicted to decrease significantly during the morning. The walk to the worksite was
very windy, but working the area adjacent to our brush pile was very comfortable. Jeff ensured that
we stayed away from a potentially dicey old-growth oak area where the wind was stronger. Thanks
to our fearless (but smart) leader, we had a very productive and rewarding day.
Tool Lover. What did volunteer Evan Latourneau ask his parents to give him for Christmas this
year? He wants a bow saw just like the ones from FPCC that we use at our worksites. He gave the
saw’s design and style five stars. The big question is, how will it fit into his stocking?

Left: Evan shows off his skills at cooking hot dogs. Right: Break time around the brush-pile
on December 11 workday at SRG.

Family togetherness - both at the holidays and every day! Volunteering at the Forest
Preserves is a fun family activity. At SRG, in November, Rob and his three kids, Tom,
Nicole, and Angelina, learned about workday tasks from Steward Jenny Flexman (photo: G
Rabey).

Educational Resources
Plants of Concern - 2022 Monitor Training
When: Now
Where: Online
This class offers you to be a part of a project which collaborates between communities’ scientists
and researchers of Chicago to collect data on the rare plants' population in the Chicago region and
southern Illinois. The goal of this class is to learn about the best practices of conservation and to
create awareness about these species. This self-guided and self-directed training is now available to
new volunteers.
Register here.
Practical Herbicide Class - Notification List
When: the class, itself, is typically offered in January
Where: http://fpdcc.com/training
This is the Notification List for the Practical Herbicide class. Also, it offers a training opportunity
that gives an overview of herbicide application in natural areas for LICENSED Herbicide Operators
or Applicators. In this class you will learn how to control invasives with herbicides, management
planning, State Licensing, Testing and Renewal, application methods, an overview of tools and
supplies, safety procedures, environment safety, and record-keeping, plus additional license. You
must click “APPLY” to be put on a waitlist.
Register here.
Managing Invasive Class - Notification List
When: This class is usually offered in Spring & Summer time
Where: http://fpdcc.com/training
This is a notification list for the Managing Invasive class. This opportunity is offered to volunteers
with 15+ hours of reported stewardship experience or recommendation of FPCC staff or a Site
Steward. The class, itself, will offer to learn about differences between native, non-native, and
invasive plants. As well, it will teach to identify invasive plants on sites and management of these
plants. The training includes in-class and outdoor experiences, and a passing written exam to get a
certification. This class helps to gain requirements to become a Stewardship Workday Leader.
Register here.
Organized Chaos: Prescribed Fire in the Forest Preserves
When: December 30, 2021
Where: Online/ Zoom (presentation)
This class offers the evolution of the Forest Preserves’ use of fire as a conservation tool. It describes
the program involved in prescribed fire and how does a typical burn day is like in the field. John
McCabe, the Director of Resource Management, will explain the challenges of implementing
prescription fire in the second most populated county in the U.S.
Register here.
Soil & Restoration - Stewardship
When: December 30, 2021
Where: Online
This class is about the role of soil in ecological restoration. It teaches about the science of soils in
the Chicago Wilderness are. You will learn about formation, composition, how to identify, and how
to heal degraded soil. To take this class you must have at least 3+ ecological stewardship hours
online. The class will be online, so you can learn at your own pace with staff support if needed.
Approximately, it takes 2 hours to complete. The presentation will be emailed once you register.
Register here.
First Aid/ CPR Training
When: Saturday, January 29, 2022
Where: Ogden and Howard, Western Springs, IL
This class is the National Safety Council First Aid/CPR training class for Forest Preserve staff and
volunteers. You need at least 15 hours of service. It will be an in-person class with reduced class
size, and students must always wear a face mask. All students will be socially distant, and the
overhead doors will be open.
Register here.
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