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The Prairie Pulse
A newsletter brought to you by the Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards

Upcoming Work Days

 

Saturday, 1/22 SRG                Sunday, 1/30 PCP                  Saturday, 2/5 PCP
 

Sunday, 2/13 SRG                  Saturday, 2/19 SRG               Sunday, 2/27 PCP

Saturday 3/5 PCP 

For more information:  PCPS website  

Here is the Answer….
Why Do We Save Dead Downed Logs and Some Upright Dead Trees?

 
Most people view dead things as undesirable.  When a person is described as “death warmed over,”
it normally isn’t taken as a compliment.  This cultural bias has influenced how forests were viewed
and managed in the past.  However, now there is no disputing the importance of dead trees in the
ecological health of wooded areas and in maintaining biodiversity.  Dead trees and downed wood
play an important role in ecosystems by providing wildlife habitat, cycling nutrients, aiding plant
regeneration, decreasing erosion, and influencing drainage and soil moisture and carbon storage,
among other values.
 
Birds of prey use snags to perch and more easily view their next meal.  Many bat species hide in
cavities in dead trees or under the loose bark of dead and/or dying trees.  Snakes may lodge in
downed logs, while woodpeckers find homes in dead tree cavities.  Mammals like squirrels and
opossums use dead trees as nesting sites.  Downed logs are food for salamanders and shrews.  Dead
logs and snags are also the major home for pollinating insects like wasps and bees.  Ants, an
extremely important cog in our ecosystem, find downed logs their preferred home.  
 
Mushrooms, moss, and lichens clinging to deadwood are easily spotted at our restoration sites.
 Decaying wood may create micro-sites favorable for tree seedling germination and survival.   Or,
this wood may contribute to the composition of the forest soil where many important organisms
live.  Wherever logs occur, they can cause stream water to meander or braid, dissipating any
destructive flow.  They may also trap sediment.  For us, another very important reason to retain
dead logs is to create seating for restoration volunteers when they want to take a rest.   And with
any luck, they will be covered with moss to provide a colorful cushion.

Volunteers at Shoe Factory Road Nature Preserve resting during break time. . .grateful for the
dead!

Stewards’ Updates
 
Fall Burn Season for FPCC and SRG – Jenny Flexman
The 2021 fall prescribed burn season was again a short one.  The fall season requires a couple of
hard freezes to kill off above-ground vegetation, then a dry, or better yet dry and windy period to
dry out the vegetation.  Then the District and their contractors burn as much as they can.  But they
can be stopped on any particular day by rain, high winds, low winds, or high humidity.  And each
time it rains, they again need to wait some days for the vegetation to thoroughly dry out.  Even
when they can burn, short November days limit the daily burn window to a few hours.  The early
morning frost/moisture doesn’t dry until late morning, and humidity starts to rise by about 3:00.
 The season usually ends when freezing weather locks any moisture into the plants and leaves.
 Nevertheless, the District still burned 2200 acres this fall.
 
At SRG, we were lucky to have two burn days.  First, contractors burned Field 1, the big prairie
west of the parking lot which we planted the last few years.  That same day they burned the Western
Woods and just to the north, Field 3.  The prairie burns that day were very hot, even burning
through most of the dogwood clones in Field 3.  Unfortunately, the burn was less successful in the
Western Woods, burning some areas well but dying out in wetter areas and where there was less
fuel.
 
FPCC staff came a different day and burned the large area surrounded by trails between Field 1 and
the Eastern Woods.  Again this was not a hot burn, with topography, fuel, and wind determining
what burned well.  This area had not been burned for three years, so we were hoping for a hotter
burn.  But we are always happy to get in any burn in the fall since we never know when the season
will end or what will happen in the spring season.  Even if they waited for another opportunity, we
don’t know if that would result in a hotter burn.
 
 
Burning and Seeding at PCP/Carl Hansen – Diana Granitto
Two areas were burned at Carl Hansen Woods, the western portion of the main prairie (PRO1) and
the prairie south of the dam (PRO2).  Even though these burns didn’t take place until December, we
got a couple of afternoons that were mild enough for us to plant some seed in the prairie west of
Lake Leaky.  Planting in the fall can accelerate germination as the winter’s freeze-thaw cycles
stratify the seed.  
 
Each year we create seed mixes to plant in specific habitats.  This year we made mixes for four
prairie habitats:  mesic (moderately moist), dry/mesic, wet/mesic, and wet.  As for woodland seed,
in addition to a general mesic mix, we made three mixes targeted for specific habitats.  Wetter
species went into mixes to plant in and around our ephemeral ponds.  A pioneer savanna mix was
created to plant in recently cleared areas where scattered native oaks were left standing.  This mix
includes hardy species that compete well with non-natives and can tolerate conditions ranging from
full sun to partial shade.
 
The December plantings covered segments totaling less than two acres but encompassing a variety
of plant communities.  We used small amounts of all four prairie mixes as well as some of the
pioneer savanna mix.  

Left: burned vs. golden, the portion of the prairie at SRG after the burn in 2021 (photo: M
Boratynska). Right: Smoke in the air or rather in the tree stump, in the morning after the

burn at SRG, in 2021 (photo: M Boratynska)

Prairie Poop

Any Writers in the House?    We are always looking for volunteers interested in contributing to
our monthly Prairie Pulse newsletter, writing about or reporting on topics relating to our restoration
sites, our volunteer group, and prairie restoration in general.  Please get in touch with Jan
(jahrensfeld@sbcglobal.net) for more information.  Oh…if you are a photographer, we welcome
your contributions too! 
 
Festivities Returns.  The annual (except for 2020) holiday party was held on Saturday, December
18, at Jenny Flexman’s spacious home.  There was an excellent selection of both tasty and healthy
food to eat.  We enjoyed a cozy fire, good conversation, and a new slideshow put together by Jenny.
 Victoria Stewart and Liz Fitzgerald were recognized for their contributions in 2021, especially
assuming various leadership roles; both were given books focused on their interests.  In addition,
more than $100 was raised by raffling a beautiful painting inspired by Poplar Creek Prairie and
created and donated by artist (and PCPS volunteer) Jenny Vogt.  Victoria Stewart was the lucky
recipient of the painting.
 
Young Blood.  Members of Boy Scout Troop 166 based in Arlington Heights attended our
December 19 workday.   We greatly appreciated their help AND especially their muscle and energy
hauling logs to the burn pile in the “Siberian Elm” area at PCP.
 
Biker Burn Pile Boss.  Volunteer Koyo Masori prepped for his job as burn pile boss at the January
8 workday by biking to the workday at 8 am when temperatures were 14 (with wind chill at 1
degree when standing still).   After this journey, Koyo was definitely motivated to start a good fire.
 Oh, and if you are at a cold workday and your face starts to freeze, say the title of this item very
fast five times – it should loosen your jaw.
 
When in Need….  Hurrah!  Being greatly in need of herbicide support, we have three new
herbiciders, each with a different FPCC certification status.  Liz Fitzgerald is now an Applicator
(apply, mix, transport herbicide, and supervise Operators) and Alan Gard is an Operator (apply
herbicide).  Both have three-year licenses administered by the Illinois Dept. of Agriculture.
 Victoria Stewart has an “Alternative” Operator one-year Illinois Dept. of Agriculture license
administered by FPCC.  This focused license is specifically designed for restoration volunteers.
 The three-year license covers much broader areas, including the use of herbicide when farming.
 Thank you, Alan, Liz, and Victoria, for your interest.  And…we can still use additional herbiciders.
 For more information talk with Jenny.  By the way, previous volunteers have noted that when
attending social gatherings, they often attract attention when mentioning their official herbicider
status.  Very few folks in suburban Chicago are “packing” an IDOA license! 
 
Getting with the Program.  Thanks to Mia and Bryan, Schaumburg High School students who
worked at our sites this fall for school community service/volunteer hours.  Cliff Trahan, who leads
our student program (working directly with the students and liaising with school program
coordinators), noted that both students worked well beyond their required hours since they really
enjoyed participating in a variety of restoration activities.  Cliff reports that we may have a few
students this winter.  However, since volunteers must be 18 years old unless, with a parent, student
availability is very limited.  

Little Snow in Forecast?  According to the Farmer’s Almanac, if you see a wasps’ nest built low to
the ground.  If you see one built high, expect a lot of snow.  The official weather lore rhyme goes
like this:  See how high the hornet’s nest, ‘twill tell how high the snow will rest.  Check out the
picture below taken at a recent Poplar Creek Prairie workday.  Perhaps we won’t have to deal with
excessive snow this winter! 

Left: Wasp nest adjacent to backpack on the tree stump, January 2022 at PCP. Right: At PCP
"Siberian Elm" area, volunteers load big logs on the burn pile. 

Educational Resources

Brush Pile Building & Burning Class—Notification List
When:  More information about the class will be sent to you 45-60 days before the class date,
offered several times through the year
Where: Online to sign up for the Notification List 
 
This is a Notification List for the Brush Pile Building & Burning Class. This class will teach you
how to construct, safely ignite, monitor, and secure brush piles. Also, it will teach the pre- and post-
burn communication requirements. It will teach about weather conditions and how they affect the
brush pile and site observation that will help to make decisions during the brush pile workday. This
class will require a written test and two field observations to become a Brush Pile Burn Boss.
Moreover, this class is one of the classes required to become a Stewardship Workday Leader.
However, you need at least 15 hours recorded online at the time of registration. Click “SIGN UP”
to be put on a waitlist. 
Register here.
 
 
Community Science 101
When: Mar. 31,  2022
Where: Online 
 
This class offers an opportunity to learn about being a participant in community science. This class
teaches how you can contribute and participate in community science projects from monitoring bird
populations, observing when plants bloom, recording the songs of insects, and reporting on the
activity of neighborhood squirrels. This class is a presentation that you can view at your own pace.
The presentation link will be emailed to you after registration. 
Register here.  
 
 
First Aid/CPR Training 
When: Jan. 20, 2022,  Jan. 29, 2022, Feb. 10, 2022, Mar. 16, 2022, Apr. 1, 2022,  Apr. 14, 2022
@ 8 am-2 pm
Where: Salt Creek Resource Management—Ogden and Howard, Western Springs, 60558, except
for Apr. 1st at Little Red Schoolhouse
 
This is a National Safety Council First Aid/CPR training class for Forest Preserve staff and
volunteers with at least 15 hours of service. This class requires participants to be fully vaccinated
for COVID-19. Class is reduced in size. Everyone must wear face masks at all times.
Register here. 
 
Group Leadership Class—Stewardship (currently scheduled class)  
When: Mar. 31, 2022
Where: Online 
 
This class offers opportunities for experienced FPCC Ecological Stewardship Volunteers. Moreover,
you will learn the fundamentals of planning and leading successful volunteer projects and how to
take a leadership role. This class offers to teach about policies and procedures relevant to volunteer
leadership in the Forest Preserves. You need 15+ hours of reported stewardship. There will be a
written exam to gain the certification. This class is on-demand recorded training. The class
materials will be sent to registered participants. 
 Register here.
 
Keeping the Wolves Away—Stewardship
When: Mar. 31, 2022
Where: Online 
 
This class provides information on how Tree Mitigation works, the licensing process, and how we
arrive at the benefit to the Forest Preserve for each unique project. Some current projects will be
presented to show the level of work that goes into the final approval process. You will need 3+
hours of reported volunteer services to take this class. This class is a recorded presentation that will
be emailed to registrants. 
Register here. 
 
 
Lunch & Learn Series 2022
When: Jan. 20 @ 12-1:20 pm, Feb. 17 @ 12-1:30 pm, Mar. 16 @ 12-1:30 pm 
Where: Online/ Zoom 
 
This series offers monthly virtual chats on topics ranging from clean energy to dark skies and
climate change. The Zoom link to the presentation will be sent to the registrant on the day of the
presentation. 
Register here. 
 
Winter Tree & Shrub ID Workshop 
When: Jan. 22, 2022 @ 11 am- 1 pm, Feb. 12, 2022 @ 1pm- 3pm 
Where:  Sand Ridge Nature Center on Jan 22nd, Little Red Schoolhouse Nature Center on Feb.
12th 
 
This class provides information on how to identify trees and shrubs in the winter months. It offers
cool tips and tricks to identify woody plants and identify the differences between species using
fruits, branches, buds, and bark. 
Register here.  
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