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Upcoming Workdays

Saturday, 1/21 SRG                    Sunday, 1/29 SRG                      Saturday, 2/4 PCP

Sunday, 2/12 PCP                       Saturday, 2/18 SRG                    Sunday, 2/26 SRG

Saturday, 3/4 PCP

For more information: PCPS website. Cancellations and other updates will be posted by 8:00 am on
workdays on the website and on Twitter @pcps_updates.

North of Shoe Factory Road:  Left:  Workday Leader Jeff Maddux gives instructions to
volunteers.  Right:  Volunteers with workday gear head upslope towards Shoe Factory Road

at the end of a workday.

Working North of Shoe Factory Road
Rick McAndless

 
This winter we have been clearing more area north of Shoe Factory Road.  Gravel kames have
become a fairly rare geological formation since so many in northeastern Illinois have been mined
for sand and gravel.  The dry and dry mesic plant communities present on kames have also been
significantly reduced.  
 
Our work this year continues the clearing of trees and brush off the north slope of the kame.  The
area upslope of our current work site has some of the better diversity on the slope, so hopefully we
will see some native plants come into our cleared area.  While that would be a good sign, we won’t
seed the area for a year or two, since we will need to treat invasive weeds and woody re-sprouts
with foliar herbicide.  The gray dogwood, an opportunistic native species, is particularly dense in
our work area.  We are putting our brush cutters to good use.  When an area is cleared of brush and
trees there is usually an initial flush of weeds and re-sprouts that need to be managed the next
growing season.  
 
Ultimately, reducing the competition from non-natives will help create an area where plants
germinated from native seed will have a better chance for success.  We may consider planting a
native “cover crop” to hold the ground and provide fuel for prescribed burns in the newly open
area.  That would be similar to the strategy of planting Canada rye when newly opened areas were
created east of the Nature Preserve.  In past years we have worked further east of the north slope,
and to date we’ve cleared quite a large area.  We won’t work any further east for a while primarily
due to the heavy presence of two very problematic species in that area, bird’s foot trefoil and crown
vetch.  We have been spraying those species for the past several years and will continue to work on
reducing the population for years to come.

Another Successful Workday –
North of Shoe Factory Road

 
Working in this newer area has been an enjoyable change of pace.  Accessing the work area is
relatively easy.  We carpool and park on the side of Shoe Factory Road.  Sleds with equipment are
pulled north across the open area previously cleared.  We are working close to the bike path spur
which was opened in August of 2020 by Cook County President Toni Preckwinkle and Forest
Preserve General Superintendent Arnold Randall.   Hopefully future bike riders will see a vast array
of native flowers and grasses as they head towards the main bike trail.  
 
Since the area has smaller invasive woodies we are able to clear land more quickly.  At our January
7 workday when the 9am crew arrived there were already three brush piles burning!  This early
work was carried out by our large 8am crew of chain sawyers and brush pile burn
bosses.  Volunteers cut, hauled and fed these brush piles until 10:30 break time.  And, what an
exceptional break spread…besides our regular treats brought by Millie Munoz, Victoria Stewart
brought homemade cookies and Steph Kenny made a chocolate bundt cake.  Our regular selection
of hot dogs (meat and non-meat) were enhanced by many kielbasas (with rye bread) to roast on the
bonfire.  These were actually tasty leftovers from food that Agnes Wojnarski brought to our January
1, 2023 workday.
 
Energized by all the food, volunteers built two new, large brush piles to the south for the next
workday at the site, while our three original piles burned down to ash.   Cutting in this area of
woody growth, it was easy to see how much progress was made in just one workday with less than
20 volunteers.  In a new role, Alan Gard successfully led his first workday with Steward Jenny
Flexman observing.  Good work, good food, good fun!        

Left:  Alan Gard leads his first workday. Right:  Rob Lela tosses a branch onto the bonfire

Left:  Steph Kenny is the burn boss for the brush pile. Right:  Plentiful break time food table
(aka over-turned sled): Alicia reaches for a kielbasa to roast, while Victoria removes a well-

seared sausage from a roasting fork.  

Biennial Wild Things Conference is Back and Roaring
 

If you haven’t done so already, it is time to register for the biennial Wild Things conference at the
Donald Stephens Conference Center in Rosemont on February 25 from 9am-6pm.  As the website
(www.wildthingscommunity.org) states, all nature enthusiasts are welcome to learn about the flora,
fauna and natural history of our Prairie State.  
 
A long list of programs is now available to peruse on the website.  While there are sessions directly
related to restoration work, attending some presentations about subjects of which you have little
knowledge can also be interesting and enlightening…perhaps addressing bats, bison or
bees.   Organizers have not yet listed the keynote program, so some conference suspense may be
provided.
 
For the short lunch break attendees may purchase box lunches which are pricy.  While there are
restaurants in the area time is not allocated for “eating out.”  Bring a water bottle and pack your
own lunch and snacks.  A parking garage is available which is connected to the conference
center.  Allow enough to time to get in and out of the garage.  Unlike previous conferences COVID
concerns are addressed.  Check the website for all health and safety rules.  The full day of
workshops and sessions closes with time to chat at a happy hour and poster sessions from 5-6pm.

PRAIRIE POOP 

Left:  Holiday party conversation flowed from the family room to the kitchen and back
again. Right:  Rick, where is your red top? Ellen, Tom K and Victoria got into the spirit!

Holiday Cheer.  The Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards held their annual holiday party on Saturday,
December 10, at Jenny Flexman’s house in Sleepy Hollow.   As usual we had a wonderful spread of
potluck items from appetizers to desserts.  They were enjoyed by both first-time party attendees and
old timers.  The hard cider heating on the stove, brought by Jeff Maddux, was particularly
heartwarming.   A great evening to relax, chat and get to know your fellow volunteers better.
 
Fun Fact.  At the December 18, 2022 workday at SRG, three of the six persons doing chain sawing
were women!  They were:  Jenny Flexman, Alicia Legowski and Aneta Tyminski.  
 
Get Your Cameras Pointing.  Thanks to the volunteers who submitted photos from our sites to the
FPCC 2023 calendar competition.  Sadly none were selected although there were pictures from
Crabtree Nature Center, Deer Grove and Busse Woods.  The calendar is a great place for
showcasing areas of the forest preserves.  We want beautiful Poplar Creek to be highlighted and
hope all those who submitted photos this past year, plus new volunteers, will participated in 2023
for the 2024 calendar.  Usually the competition announcement goes out in August or
September.   Friends of the Forest Preserves also holds a picture competition towards the end of
each year with cash prizes!  The request goes out around the holidays so it is easy to
miss.  Hopefully we will send out a reminder.  But, meanwhile get your shutters clicking for those
unique shots that may be anywhere at our wonderful sites. 
 
Welcoming in 2023.  Special thanks to the small group of volunteers who decided to kick off 2023
by spending their New Year’s Day morning, which happened to be gray and damp, at Schaumburg
Road Grasslands restoring a woodland:    Bryan Bartley, Matt Bryant,  Jenny Flexman, Alan Gard,
Tom Kastner, Steph Kenny, John Martin, Ernie Rieker and Agnes Wojnarski.
 
New Year and New Venue at SRG.   We have skipped over the southeastern corner of the Western
Woods because of weed issues there.  However, after a couple of years doing weed control  we are
ready to work there when the Eastern Woods presumably becomes difficult to access this winter due
to cold and/or snow (perhaps even rain/mud).  Both our first weekend workday (January 1) and our
first weekday workday (January 5) were held at this new location.  We don’t want volunteers to get
bored.

Weekday workday at SRG, SW corner of the Western Woods: Left:  Roaring brush
pile.  Right:  Tom B, Jenny, Ernie and Alan take a break. (photos: S Kenny)

Educational Resources

Brush Pile Building & Burning Class—Stewardship (currently scheduled class)
When: Feb. 5, 2023 @ 9am -12pm
Where: Salt Creek Training Center 
In this class, you will learn how to become a Brush Pile Boss. You will learn how to safely
construct, ignite, and monitor, and secure a brush pile. You will learn about pre- and post-burn
communication. You will learn about utilizing weather and supervising other volunteers. You will
need 15+ hours of reported stewardship, two field observation, a written test, and a review of
agency specific requirements with a representative of the agency you will burn with are required to
complete your CW Brush Pile Burn Boss certification following the training.
Register here. 
 
Practical Herbicide Class—Stewardship (currently scheduled class)
When: now available 
Where: on demand presentation 
In this class, you will learn how to manage invasive species through herbicide application. You may
also obtain an Alternative Herbicide License after completing this class, which enables you to apply
herbicide under the direction of your site's state licensed Applicator. You will need 15+ hours of
registered stewardship. This class is recorded presentation that you can watch at your own pace. 
Register here.  
 
Community Science 101
When: now available 
Where: on demand presentation 
In this class, you will learn how you can participate in community science projects such as bird
monitoring, observing plant bloom, recording song of insects, or reporting activity of squirrels. This
class is a presentation that you can watch at your pace. 
Register here. 
 
First Aid/CPR Training 
When: Jan. 23, Feb. 4, Mar. 9, Apr. 15
Where: Salt Creek Resource Management- Ogden and Howard, Western Springs
In this class, you will learn how to provide first aid for Forest Preserve staff and volunteers. You
will need 15+ hours of registered stewardship. Also, you will need to be fully vaccinated for
COVID-19.  
Register here.  
 
Keeping the Wolves Away—Stewardship
When: now available
Where: on demand presentation
In this class, you will learn how the Tree Mitigation Matrix works, the licensing process, and how
Forest Preserve arrive at the benefit to the Forest Preserves for each unique land use project. You
will need 3+ hours of registered stewardship. This class is recorded presentation that you can view
at your own pace. 
Register here.  
 
Winter Tree & Shrub ID Workshop.
In this class, you will learn how to identify trees and shrubs in winter. You will learn tips and tricks
how to identify woody plants. You will learn how to identify different species using, fruits, bark,
branches, buds. You will need 3+ hours of registered You will need to be dressed to be outside and
wear sturdy shoes or boots. 
Register here.  

Group Leadership Class
When: Still available 
Where: Online
In this class, you will learn how to plan workdays and other volunteer projects, ways to become a
successful leader and learn about the policies and procedures relevant to that role of leadership in
the Forest Preserve. Also, this class is needed to become a Stewardship Workday leader. It requires
15+ hours of recorded volunteering. The certification for this class requires passing a written exam.
The class is available on demand as a presentation and can be viewed at your own pace. 
Register here.  
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